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The excitemeol and anllclpatlon about the 
upcoming canonization In Rom. of Blessed Father 
Damien of MoIokaI on October 11"11 really 
growing. For aR of !.It who have been 10 Geepi)' 
Inftueoced by the life of.,..11 Holy Man, it II truly • 
great bma in ~Iory 

A young o.m.n de V_I. gave his life in 
&efVioe 10 !hoM who IWKlIhe disease of leprosy, 
(today known "~fl""', DIsease), Not only 
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_. '.IM __"_haclihey been dIagnoMd wilt! a dreaded lick,...• • one whiCh In thole OJ'_..... --._ 
days struck 10 much fear in ~. tt.M poor alfticted lOUIs were 10m 
from Iheir 'emiIIM and IoYed OMS. ,....,.., ~ 10 recum to the IlleS they 
knew DamIen went to IJWIISter 10 !hem and with!hem. It II ofterl ntmlWIo:ed hi he -lr«aIlNOM ..fIJ, lb~' 
when he conlnM:\ed the diS.lI541 hoi'da" However. _ know Ihat it wasnl the .... 1hal rMde him one with 
!hem. but 11111 JlncorulltJomJ/lo~ for rhtm ond Ids ~ness to be loved by Win 'n relu..... Th8t ~ IS 
not only one that must be althe he8r1 of -'I mlUU\8nes, bullhou1d be 81 the heaI1 of II of humanity, to /oWl 
thy rulgltbor 

At 0Uf Sacred Heart, Retreat House and Sp!riluelity 
Centor In Wllfeham, Massachusetts _ Ire honoIii'Ig !he 
big even! in 01$ own wey. Mwly c..1Ot 00 10 Rome for 
the canorizaIiorI but \OtlInt 10 joWl In the cetabnltlon. So, _ ~.."iiWIg. day Med with WOIIderfuI 
ouIOoof Mass.1IItv- .:I_, TVs t/'IcMWIg the ........ lizaoon 
and tome showirlg DVOs of the life of F.cMr 0..,161. 
n-wi be ""'* by ctliIcIo"l', ChIn from di1feI'IIIlt 
IChoo6I and partICipatIon by marry gI'OI.q)I r:J peo)l l 10 
many who love tl'lllilll'lWor-",*,t and lillllnlio ahara that 
love for the Mrth end Ita people Naturally Ihete will be 
/oQd1j)f ,," .kind. and tim ""ng. lor c;h'!9ren of .u ege$. 

INhy cIa.omethlng like thl,? Because ..... can.adl do 
something and 10 do something together makes It richer lor us 
aI. DoWlg whet you can do makes a difl'lM."c. e~ If It doean'l 
d'Iange !hi world lor .. bme...1t d\angea. 1*1 of !hi world for • 
ittIe of !he time w. can .. make a dorr."'1ce if, 'Mth OU'~, 
..... ItriYe to do wt.t ........ atM to do. 

All God', bl '·lIgs . 

st. 
Fr Stan KoIau, SS.ce. 
0IrecI0r of 08\ elopnl8o'lt 
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A memory from Fr. Stan... 

A horrendous tragedy occurred when a beautiful wife , 
mother and activist for the youth was murdered as she slept. 


The city was in shock. Our peace was shattered by the sounds 

of shots we couldn't hear but could feel in our hearts. 


What to do? Who should do? I didn't know. 


But, God knew. So I called the people to church. Many came, 

so many that the church overflowed into the streets. And, we 

prayed. We cried together and we prayed. We walked in the 


streets together and we prayed. 


We couldn't do anything to take away the pain or undo the 

tragedy, but we could carry it together, hand in hand, hearts 

joined, tears flowing in a common stream. We couldn't do 


everything, but we did something together and, for the moment, 

we felt our strength and not only our weakness. 



